Following publication of this article \[[@pone.0210896.ref001]\], concerns were raised regarding the following figure panels:

-   Fig 1C hPEBP4 panel lane 1 and Fig 4F p-Akt lane 3 appear similar.

-   Fig 1C hPEBP4 panel lane 2 and Fig 4F p-Akt lane 2 appear similar.

-   Fig 2A hPEBP4 panel: there appears to be a vertical line suggestive of image splicing between lanes 1 and 2.

-   Fig 2D hPEBP4 panel: there appears to be a vertical line suggestive of image splicing between lanes 1 and 2.

-   Fig 2D B-actin panel: there appears to be a vertical line suggestive of image splicing between lanes 3 and 4.

The authors explained that they outsourced experiments reported in this article to four external companies. The involvement of external companies was not declared in the article. The authors were unable to provide an explanation for the concerns raised and do not have access to the full raw data underlying any figures in this article.

In light of these concerns, the *PLOS ONE* Editors retract this article.

JQ, GY, AL, DW, LD did not respond. ZS could not be reached.
